
Paula Aoki 

July 27,2004 

The Honorable Omia G. Hatch 
urszd scares senarc 
104 Hart Scnare Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-4402 

Re: Petition to che FCC pnd Congress 

Dear Senacor Ha* 

RECEIVED 
AUG 2 3 2004 

Federal ~mmunications Commission 
Office of the Secretary 

PETITION TO THE FCC AND CONCReSS 

As our nation's public square, television plays a criiicsl role in h e  domomtic discorrrm: of our oounEy. It is high 
time that broadcmrs do heir p~ to enhance clvic pan cipation, hsread Of simply profiteering on politics. 

The FCC - steward ofthe public's a-vw - has a golden opportdIy d n responsibility b adopt a clearly 
ddined public intmcrt m d w d  that would ensue that t road- air, at a minimum, chrec h o w  per week OC civic 
or rloctonl affairs pro~ammmg. The public in= abllgations should be de&& before tho FCC corniderr my 
action on "must-carry." 

The abaves  belong to rhe public and, for bcquItm of a century, brordcasrcrs who use (hem have bcen 
obligated to serve the public interest. Yet the FCC ha eft it #) bmad-s to define this obligation, resulting in a 
race to the bottom. 

In the coming age of digital TV, broadca'#r5 Will be ab c to hUumit six times m much progrpmmmg over the public 
aiwrves. f believr that: 

"Bcforc allowing broadcasrcm u, profit e m  mors t o m  public aivaves, the PCC must define niinimurn 5 ~ d a t d r  
for broadcasters to fLlfill their public interat obligation h u g h  coverage of e l d o n s  md civic affnus." .. 

/ 
,,/' 

i 
i' 

. t  ! 

Sincerely, . .  


